Reading Levels
Leveled books are arranged in alphabetical order based on difficulty. As you can see many factors contribute to how books are ranked. (It’s not just how big the words are.) Please know that reading levels are a guide, not an absolute. Background knowledge, interest, and personal experiences, etc. all affect your child’s ability to comprehend a particular book. 
A student is ready to move to the next level when they show that they are successfully comprehending and analyzing many texts at a particular level. Students use their journals (and post-its) to record this learning. 
The average fourth grader should begin the year at level 0 and should reach Level P by the first trimester. Levels Q and R are considered proficient for the end of the second trimester. Students should finish the year in levels S or T.

Chapter Books – L (Blue/Double Yellow)
· Longer, more complex, more sophisticated plots than previous levels

· Characters likely to develop and change in response to story events

· One or two featured characters

· Some multisyllabic words

· New labels for familiar concepts

· Illustrations on most pages, some whole pages of print

· Layout is more difficult – Sentences end in the middle of lines.

· Smaller font than previous levels, more print on a page
Examples: Amelia Bedelia by Peggy Parish, Horrible Harry by Suzy Kline, Judy Moody by Megan McDonald, Pee Wee Scouts by Judy Delton, 
Chapter Books – M (Double Yellow/Orange)
· Many whole pages of print, fewer illustrations

· Illustrations usually black-and-white drawings or photographs used to extend the meaning and enhance enjoyment

· Chapters are longer

· Smaller print

· Vocabulary expanded – many multisyllabic and technical words
Examples: Arthur books by Marc Brown, sports books by Matt Christopher, Junie B. Jones by Barbara Park, picture book biographies by David Adler, Marvin Redpost by Louis Sachar, Magic Tree House by Mary Pope Osbourne
Chapter Books – N (Double Orange)
· Longer texts organized in a variety of ways

· Topics of informational texts and settings for narratives go beyond readers’ personal experience

· Memorable characters that are well developed and change in response to the events of the story

· Builds empathy for the characters

· Suspense

· Irony and whimsy to create interest

· Characters revealed through what they say, think, do, as well as what others say about them
Examples: Adam Joshua Capers by Janice Lee Smith, Amber Brown by Paula Danziger, Herbie Jones by Suzy Kline, Max Malone by Charlotte Herman, Something Queer by Elizabeth Levy
Chapter Books – O (Double Orange)
· Multiple characters who are revealed through what they say, think, and do or through what others say about them

· Characters encounter everyday problems; some serious issues such as war or death

· Wide variety of genres

· Most chapter books have between 50 and 200 pages

· Few illustrations, perhaps black-and-white drawings or photographs

· Vocabulary is sophisticated and varied; many multisyllabic words

· Readers are expected to form new meanings for known words
Examples: Angel Park sports books by Hughes Dean, Babysitters Club by Ann M. Martin, Ramona and Ralph S. Mouse books by Beverly Cleary, Boxcar Children by Gertrude Chandler Warner, Pony Pals by Jeanne Betancourt
Chapter Books – P (Double Green)
· Complex ideas on many different topics that may be unfamiliar

· Novels with longer chapters

· Characters are concerned with issues related to growing up, family issues, and problems of preadolescence 

· More detailed descriptions of setting

· More interpretation is required to understand themes at several levels

· Many texts are over 100 pages, requiring the reader to sustain interest and attention over several days
Examples: Best Enemies by Kathleen Leverich, Encyclopedia Brown by Donald Sobol, Magic School Bus by Joanna Cole, Time Warp Trio by Jon Scieszka, Wayside School by Louis Sachar
Chapter Books – Q (Double Green)
· Narrative texts will have very few illustrations

· Just about all understanding comes from print

· Illustrations in informational books carry a great deal of meaning and require interpretation

· Complex sentence structure and more complex vocabulary

· Themes require interpretation

· Characters are memorable, prompt empathy and understanding of how they change

· Sophisticated humor

· Complex plots and interesting ideas ideal for group discussions

· Illustrations and their relationship to the text can be analyzed

· Difficult words, some from languages other than English

· Thoughts and perspectives of characters are revealed in a variety of ways—through dialogue and from the viewpoint of other characters.

· Quite long, reader sustains interest and meaning over many days

· Some books have mature themes focusing on problems of society 
Examples: American Girls Collection, Anastasia by Lois Lowry, Betsy and Tacy by Maud Hart Lovelace, Bunnicula by James Howe, Help! I’m Trapped… by Todd Strasser, Little House books by Laura Ingalls Wilder, Fudge by Judy Blume
Chapter Books – R (Double Red)
· Represent a range of times in history

· Vocabulary - understand connotative shadings of meaning

· Simile and metaphor require background knowledge

· Mature themes like family problems, war, and death

· Required to connect concepts and themes with political or historical events or with environmental information
Examples: Dunc and Amos by Gary Paulsen, Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks, West Side Kids by Ellen Schecter, Frindle by Andrew Clements, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl
Chapter Books – S (Double Red)
· Complex ideas and information reflect a wide variety of topics and cultures

· Words present many shades of meaning that readers must construct from their interpretations of the text

· Sentences and paragraphs are complex, requiring rapid, fluent reading and automatic assimilation of punctuation
· Many genres, more biographies and historical fiction at this level

· Settings far distant from students’ own experiences

· Opportunities to make connections with previously read text and historical events

· Picture books present complex ideas and information ideal for group discussion 
Examples: Nancy Drew Mysteries by Carolyn Keene, Cricket in Times Square by George Selden, Harry and Chicken by Dyan Sheldon, Flying Flea, Callie, and Me by Carol and Bill Wallace
Chapter Books – T (Double Black)
· Require reader to recognize character development and smbolism

· Literal and connotative meaning of words

· Fantasy, historical fiction, informational books, biographies, and realistic fiction

· Need to know more about political and historical events and about the problems of different cultural and racial groups

· Themes include growing up, demonstrating courage, and experiencing hardship and prejudice 
Examples: Bridge to Terabithia by Kathleen Patterson, Black Stallion by Walter Farley, Sammy Keyes by Wendelin Van Draanen, Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis
Chapter Books – U (Double Black)
· Plots and subplots

· Several different themes and many characters

· Characters are complex with multiple dimensions to their personalities

· Symbolism

· Themes are more abstract

· Creative formats (for example, short stores connected by common characters).

Examples: The Cat ate my Gymsuit by Paula Danziger, Do the Funky Pickle by Jerry Spinelli, All but Alice by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, Julie and My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George
